[bookmark: _1d2jmsjmnazd]High School Graduate Transition Guide
This resource is designed for high school students and their families to highlight what was accomplished during the Early Childhood Education Registered Teacher Apprenticeship. It also provides clear next steps—whether students plan to continue their education or enter the early childhood workforce.
High School Accomplishments
[bookmark: _4ae8o1p3nh2k]General Accomplishments (All Apprentices)
· Completed coursework aligned with the Indiana Department of Education's (IDOE’s) Next Level Programs of Study (NLPS) in Early Childhood Education.
· Participated in a U.S. Department of Labor Registered Apprenticeship Program.
· Earned dual credit through high school and college-level courses.
· Gained paid, hands-on experience in early care and education programs under the supervision of a mentor teacher.
· Developed foundational skills and knowledge in seven core competency areas including child development, safety, curriculum implementation, and professional practice.
[bookmark: _uqdjf91nf18a]Additional Outcomes Based on Length of Program Participation
	One-Year High School Apprentice
	Two-Year High School Apprentice

	Earned approximately 6 dual credits.
	Earned 12 dual credits.

	Completed foundational On the Job Training (OJT) hours (often 200–300).
	May have completed the 480 hours needed for the Child Development Associate (CDA) credential.

	Mastered at least 15 core competencies.
	Mastered all 25+ ECE RTAP competencies.

	Eligible for CDA preparation and continued education.
	Likely CDA-ready, with ability to apply for and earn the credential, or have already done so. 

	
	Ability to earn the Ivy Tech Community College's Technical Certificate (TC) in Early Childhood Education if all 36 RTI courses have been completed.


[bookmark: _tj4z31qxim0n]Pathways After Graduation
	[bookmark: _i6rz7ur9hcof]Pathway A: Postsecondary Education

	Next Steps Checklist
1. Request your official transcript and dual credit records from your high school and/or post-secondary institution, if necessary.

2. Confirm with an admissions advisor if your chosen college or university accepts:
· NLPS dual credit hours
· CDA or RTAP experience for credit or advanced placement

3. Apply for scholarships and financial aid:
· TEACH Early Childhood® Indiana Scholarship - https://inaeyc.org/programs/teach/. 
· EARN Indiana - https://www.in.gov/che/state-financial-aid/state-financial-aid-by-program/earn-indiana/. 
· FAFSA and institutional aid - https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa. 

4. Determine if additional steps are needed to sit for the CDA exam (if not yet earned). Work with your instructor or contact Indiana AEYC at 855.484.2392 or pd@inaeyc.org. 

5. For more information on ECE II and ECE III, connect with:
· Postsecondary academic advisor (ECE program at your chosen college or university).
· High school counselor, Career Advisor, or Related Technical Instruction (RTI) provider.

	Helpful Documents to Prepare:
· Apprenticeship documentation (Form 671, training logs, and reflection documents. If unsure where to find this documentation, contact your apprenticeship coordinator at your school).
· CDA eligibility paperwork (if applicable).
· List of mastered competencies and work experience.



[bookmark: _pnrffkhnr8op]
	[bookmark: _k4a4fbpx8ezm]Pathway B: Early Childhood Workforce

	Next Steps Checklist
1. Update your resume to include:

· Completed coursework aligned with IDOE's NLPS in Early Childhood Education.
· Participated in a U.S. Department of Labor Registered Apprenticeship Program.
· Earned dual credit through high school and college-level courses.
· Gained paid, hands-on experience in early care and education programs under the supervision of a mentor teacher.
· Completed number of on-the-job training hours.
· Developed foundational skills and knowledge in seven core competency areas including child development, safety, curriculum implementation, and professional practice.
· CDA status (if applicable).
· Employer and mentor references.
· Mentor feedback.
· First Aid, CPR and other relevant certifications (ILEAD trainings etc.).
2. Ask your mentor teacher and the director/principal of the program, if applicable, where you worked for a letter of recommendation.

3. Apply to early care and education centers and include:

· Department of Labor Apprenticeship Completion Certificate (if completed).
· Ivy Tech Community College’s Technical Certificate (TC) in Early Childhood Education (if completed).
· CDA Credential (if earned).
· Proof of completed training/screening (CPR, First Aid, TB test, drug screen, ILEAD trainings etc.).
· Search usual job bank resources like Indeed, CareerBuilder, and ZipRecruiter, but be sure to review Indiana AEYC’s page  https://inaeyc.org/employment-opportunities/ as well as Indiana’s educator job board, currently found through I LEAD: https://brighterfuturesindiana.org/educator-job-board?utm_campaign=20231009_oecosl_pro_mmk&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery. 

	Helpful Documents to Prepare:
· Form 671 Apprenticeship Agreement
· Final evaluations and mentor feedback forms
· Competency mastery documentation
· CPR/First Aid certification (if applicable)
· Resume
· CDA/TC (if applicable)
· ILEAD certificate


[bookmark: _kpysextw294w]Who Can Help Me?
· Your High School Counselor – helps with transcript requests and transition support

· College Advisor – builds your college course schedule and applies previous credits
· Indiana AEYC - helps with CDA voucher, TEACH Early Childhood® Indiana Scholarship questions, or their website helps with job searches. 855.484.2392 or pd@inaeyc.org. 
