
Need Help 
paying for 
college?



Need a little 
assistance with 
your assistance?

We can get you all 
the help you need.

WE CAN HELP YOU APPLY FOR GRANTS, 
SCHOLARSHIPS, LOANS, AND OTHER FINANCIAL AID.
Ivy Tech Community College offers an 
excellent education, and charges the lowest 
tuition rates in the state while doing so. But 
for many, financial aid remains the key to 
funding that education—helping you pay for 
everything from tuition to books to supplies.

You might be eligible for a lot more assistance 
than you’d expect—including scholarships 
that don’t need to be paid back. But before 
you can get the money you may be eligible 
to receive, you’ll need to know the steps you 
need to follow (and the dates you need to 
follow them by).

In this brochure, you’ll find the basic facts 
you need to get started. You’ll find even  
more valuable information online, at 
IvyTech.edu/financial-aid. You can also 
get a lot of help from our Express Enrollment 
Center, at IvyTech.edu/enrollmentcenter. 

We know this process can be a little 
confusing—especially for first-time students. 
But we’ll do everything we can to get you all 
the help you need.



WHEN SHOULD I FILE 
MY FAFSA TO GET STATE 
AND FEDERAL AID? 
To be considered for state aid, your 
FAFSA must be received by the federal 
processor on or before March 10. 
Technically, you can apply for federal 
financial aid any time of year. However, 
Ivy Tech has established financial aid 
priority processing dates for each 
enrollment period. You’ll find them  
at IvyTech.edu/financial-aid.

Why did we do that? To make sure you’ll 
get your money in time to use it. For your 
request to get processed quickly, you’ll 
need to submit all required paperwork 
by the priority processing date for the 
semester you want to attend. 

We recommend starting your application 
process at least three to four weeks 
before the priority processing date. If 
you miss that date, your application will 
still be accepted and processed, but you 
might not get your financial aid in time to 
pay for tuition or books.

DO I EVEN QUALIFY FOR 
FINANCIAL AID?
You may, if you’re a U.S. citizen or an eligible 
non-citizen with a high school diploma, 
or an Indiana High School Equivalency 
Diploma. And even if you think you won’t 
qualify, you should still fill out a FAFSA 
form—because Ivy Tech and the state of 
Indiana use your FAFSA information to 
determine your eligibility for loans and 
other kinds of financial assistance..

HOW DO I GET STARTED?
At the start of every academic year, all 
students seeking financial assistance must 
complete a Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA)—the form that helps 
the U.S. Department of Education and 
financial aid administrators determine your 
eligibility for federal and state aid.

The quickest way to complete your FAFSA 
is to apply online at fafsa.ed.gov—and it 
will be a lot easier to fill out your FAFSA 
if you complete your federal income tax 
return first. Mainly, that’s because you’ll 
be able to use FAFSA’s IRS import option, 
which automatically adds the pertinent 
information from your tax return.

YOUR IVY TECH SCHOOL CODE
When completing your FAFSA, you must include the Ivy Tech Community College school code 
009917 (used for all Ivy Tech campuses) on your form, to make sure we receive an electronic copy.



CAN I SUBMIT MY FAFSA 
EVEN EARLIER?
Yes, you can. Recent changes let you 
submit your FAFSA as early as October 1 
in the year prior to your school attendance. 
You’ll need to supply completed income 
and tax information from the year before 
your application—which may allow you 
to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool (see 
studentaid.gov/irsdrt) to automatically 
import your tax information into your FAFSA. 
(Here again, you’ll need to enter Ivy Tech 

school code 009917 to ensure we 
receive a copy.)

HOW DO I GET STARTED 
FILLING OUT MY FAFSA?
Visit IvyTech.edu/fafsa and click the link 
labeled “What information do I need in order 
to file the FAFSA.” Once you’ve gathered 
all the materials described there, you can 
practice for the actual FAFSA by completing 
the “FAFSA on the Web Worksheet,” 
downloadable from fafsa.ed.gov.

I’VE BEEN TOLD I NEED 
AN FSA ID. WHAT IS THAT?
To sign your FAFSA electronically and access 
financial aid information later, you will need 
a Federal Student Aid identification number, 
or FSA ID. You can create one by visiting 
fafsa.ed.gov. If you already have a Federal 
Student Aid PIN, you can enter it and link it 
to your FSA ID. 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER I 
TURN IN MY FAFSA?
A Student Aid Report (SAR) will be generated 
by the U.S. Department of Education, and 
delivered to you. You should check your SAR 
to make sure all data is correct, and make 
any necessary changes online. If you haven’t 
received your SAR within three weeks, visit 
fafsa.ed.gov (or call 800-4-FED-AID) to 
check your FAFSA’s status. 

Occasionally, the U.S. Department of 
Education will randomly select applicants 
to undergo a verification process, which will 
require you to complete an online worksheet 
and provide income documentation to Ivy 
Tech’s Verification Processing Center.

WHAT ARE SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND HOW DO I APPLY 
FOR THEM?
Basically, a scholarship is gift aid that 
doesn’t need to be repaid. And each 
year, Ivy Tech awards nearly six million 
dollars’ worth of them. You can find a list 
of scholarships available in your area by 
visiting IvyTech.edu/scholarships and 
scrolling down the page to the menu 
labeled “Scholarships By Campus.”

Once you’re registered for classes, you can 
apply for scholarships at the same time as 
you’re filing your FAFSA. Go online to  
IvyTech.edu/scholarships, fill out one 
application, and you’ll be considered for all 
available campus scholarships. (You can also 
apply later—but since funds are awarded on 
a first-come, first-served basis, we suggest 
applying early.)



WHAT IS GIFT AID AND HOW DO I QUALIFY FOR IT?
Gift aid consists of scholarships, grants, and various fee remissions that don’t have to be repaid. 
And you’ll need to complete your FAFSA to apply for most gifts. Qualifications will vary according 
to each gift—but may take into account such factors as financial need, National Guard service, 
personal relationships to certain military veterans—and even seasonal farm work. 

The following chart shows just a few examples of gift aid available. To find a complete list of gift aid, 
contact the appropriate party at your local Ivy Tech campus. You can find a list of contacts by going 
to IvyTech.edu/financial-aid and scrolling down to the “Campus Contact Information” menu.  

TYPE DESCRIPTION ELIGIBILITY APPLICATION

Child of Veteran and Public 
Safety Officer (CVO)

Fee remission for qualifying children of 
veterans for up to 124 credit hours

Children of veterans injured in 
the line of duty during wartime

FAFSA; CVO Application

Federal Pell Grant Program Federal need-based grants; up to half 
the award used each semester

Must have financial need FAFSA

Federal Supplemental 
Education Opportunity Grants

Federal need-based grants; limited 
funding; amount varies

Extreme financial need FAFSA

Frank O’Bannon 
Indiana Grant

State need-based grants, amount set and recipients 
determined by the Indiana Commission for Higher 
Education Division of Student Financial Aid

Indiana resident; enrolled in 12 or 
more credit hours; degree-seeking 
student; U.S. citizen or eligible 
non-citizen; high school graduate or 
high school equivalency diploma

FAFSA*

Indiana Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services

May cover tuition and/or books Student with a disability that 
is a barrier to employment

Contact Vocational 
Rehabilitation

Ivy Tech Grant Need-based fee remission;  
college-funded; limited dollar amount

Need-based, campus-specific FAFSA

Ivy Tech Scholarship Non-need-based fee remission;  
college-funded; limited dollar amount

Campus-specific Admitted students can 
apply online by logging 
into the student portal 
and clicking the “Apply 
for Scholarships” link 
under “My Ivy Tech”

Adult Student Grant State need-based grant Indiana resident; enrolled 
in at least six but less than 
12 credit hours; degree- or 
certificate-seeking student

FAFSA,* Part-Time 
Grant Application

Twenty-First Century Scholars State need-based grant Sign and mail your Twenty-First 
Century Scholar’s pledge affirmation 
on time; Indiana resident; 
enrolled 12 hours or more; U.S. 
citizen or eligible non-citizen

FAFSA*

Ivy Tech Foundation 
Scholarships

Non-need-based fee remission;  
college-funded; limited dollar amount

Campus-specific FAFSA,* NextGen 
Application

Various Other Ivy Tech 
Scholarships

Non-need-based fee remission;  
college-funded; limited dollar amount

Campus-specific FAFSA,* NextGen 
Application

*FAFSA must be received by March 10.



IF YOU’VE GOT MORE QUESTIONS, WE’VE GOT MORE ANSWERS.
Consult the Express Enrollment Center or student affairs office on your campus 
for one-stop assistance with financial aid. For specific location information, visit 
IvyTech.edu/enrollmentcenter and scroll down to the menu labeled “More 
Information By Campus.” You may also call our Answer Center at 888-IVY-LINE 
(888-489-5463) or chat with us online (IvyTech.edu/chat) seven days a week,  
from 7 a.m. until 1 a.m. EST. 

WHAT ABOUT LOANS?
Loans (which must be repaid according 
to the terms of the lending institution) 
are another financial aid option. Rates 
and terms discussed in this section are 
subject to change. Please contact your 
lender for more information, or visit 
IvyTech.edu/financial-aid.

FEDERAL DIRECT SUBSIDIZED LOAN 

Interest paid by the government when the 
student is in school and during periods of 
grace and deferment.

FEDERAL DIRECT UNSUBSIDIZED LOAN

Interest not paid by the government when 
the student is in school, nor during periods  
of grace and deferment.

PARENT LOAN FOR UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDENTS (PLUS)

Enables parents to borrow to pay the costs 
of higher education for their dependent 
undergraduates.

For more information about student loans, 
visit studentloans.gov. To check the status  
of a current loan, visit nslds.ed.gov.

WHAT CAN YOU TELL ME 
ABOUT WORK STUDY 
PROGRAMS?
Federal or state work study programs are 
yet another way to fund college. All types 
of work study require you to work a specific 
number of hours each week, and to be paid 
on a biweekly basis. Work study jobs can be 
on or off campus. 

THE FEDERAL WORK STUDY PROGRAM

This is federal need-based employment, and 
the amount and position may vary. You must 
be enrolled at least half-time. The applications 
are the FAFSA, and Application for Campus 
Work Study, from the financial aid office.

EARN (EMPLOYMENT AID READINESS 
NETWORK) INDIANA

A state work study program. Students 
without a prior bachelor’s degree must be 
Indiana residents with financial need and 
enrolled full-time. EARN Indiana partners 
with Indiana INTERNnet to match students 
and employers; maximizing students’ 
academic success and career achievement, 
while helping employers find the perfect fit. 
To apply for a participating internship, visit 
IndianaIntern.net.


