Evaluating Deviance
Part One

	Get into groups of 3.  Determine who will be the Recorder, Mediator, and Goal Setter.

You will have 10 minutes to complete Part Two.
	Below are several behavior scenarios in which individuals are enacting some form of crime and/or deviance.  
Discuss the scenarios within your group and come to a consensus regarding how you would rank the behaviors using a continuum from the least acceptable behavior all the way up to the most acceptable.  
Write the names of each of the people described in that order in the box provided below.
Be prepared to discuss why your group selected this particular sequence.

Anna, a 21 year old student has an affair with 45 year old Bill, a lawyer.  Bill is married and has four kids.  His wife has breast cancer and has been in and out of the hospital.

Bruno, a 52 year old inmate, finds out his cell mate is a pedophile and murders him while he sleeps.

Carl, age 22, is a divorced father of one.  He works late into the evening many nights and routinely misses or comes in late to his 9 a.m. sociology class.  Often, while the teacher is giving a lecture, Carl puts his head down and naps.

Donna, now age 24, stole a dress last year from a department store.  She was never caught, but feels very guilty about the theft.  She has never told anyone but still wears the dress on occasion.

Erma, age 31, has three children and was laid off from a factory job six months ago.  In order to feed her family, she occasionally slips a few pieces of fruit into her pockets at the supermarket and does not pay for them.

Fred, a 45 year old plumber, came home to find his wife in bed with another man. He beats the man to death with a golf club and slaps his wife to the ground.

Gerald, a 19 year old student is ditching school constantly.  In the month of September he was at school 3 times.  When he is asked by teachers why he is absent, he always seems to have a good excuse.

Hope, a 16 year old high school student, has problems with smoking and drinking.  She was sent to rehab twice by her parents with no results.  She was just released from rehab and promised not to touch alcohol or cigarettes anymore.  Last night she got drunk in her bedroom.

Ivan, a 38 year old police officer, lives at home by himself.  He enjoys shopping and buying new things.  His house is stuffed with so many things that it is hard to go from room to room.  He also does not clean his home.  It has not been cleaned for 3 years.  When his friends confront him about these issues, he thinks they are exaggerating.

Jeff, a 60 year old engineer, loves to watch people.  At his home he has equipment to spy on people, which he considers his “hobby.”  During the weekends he rents different apartments and watches different people.



Least Acceptable

Most Acceptable



















	Discuss as a group how your ranking from Part One may change if…


	…the “offenders” were of the opposite sex.

…the “offenders” were of a different age.
…the “offenders” had a different familial arrangement.

	What makes each activity better or worse than the next?
	Did your group add information to each scenario to aid in your decision making? 
	How does this relate to our discussion on the concept of In and Out groups?



Evaluating Deviance
Part Two

	This activity is very similar to Part One.
	Get into groups of 3.  Determine who will be the Recorder, Mediator, and Goal Setter.

You will have 10 minutes to complete Part Two.
Below are several behavior scenarios in which individuals are enacting some form of crime and/or deviance.  
Discuss the scenarios within your group and come to a consensus regarding how you would rank the behaviors using a continuum from the least acceptable behavior all the way up to the most acceptable.  
Write the names of each of the people described in that order in the box provided below.
Be prepared to discuss why your group selected this particular sequence.

Karen, 53 and a single mother of two, applies for WIC assistance.

Leon, 62 and retired, decides that today he will stroll down the beach naked.

Mark, 28 and very muscular, throws a punch at another man, breaking his nose.

Nancy, 45, is visiting a friend’s house.  She walks into the home, sits down and rests her feet on the coffee table.

Olive, 26, has a daughter that is 6.  Olive dresses her daughter in revealing clothes and displays her in front of other people in exchange for money.

Paul, 29, has intentionally shot, and killed over 20 people in the last 4 years and has never been arrested.

Quincy, 65, several times a year is paid to inject deadly chemicals into another person, against their will.

Roger, 48, runs a chicken-fighting ring out of his basement.

Susan, 34, routinely exposes her breasts to children in her neighborhood.


Least Acceptable

Most Acceptable



















	What if Karen’s behavior were 60 years ago?  What would some consider to be deviant at that time about her behavior?  This may be an example of what is called Historical Deviance.
	Leon’s behavior would certainly be deviant, perhaps illegal in most of society, but what about on a nudist beach?  This may be an example of what is called Situational Deviance.
	Mark’s behavior could be very deviant, but what if he were protecting someone?  What if he was a boxer?  This may be an example of what is called Role/Positional Deviance.
	Nancy may have committed several acts of deviance.  Not removing shoes and/or showing the bottom of your feet are both considered deviant in many cultures.  This may be an example of what is called Cross-Cultural Deviance.
	Olive’s behavior seems very deviant, but have you ever heard of the show Toddlers and Tiaras?  This may be another example of what is called Situational Deviance.
	Paul’s behavior may very well be acceptable by many, depending on if his activity was perceived as warranted by, say, certain military efforts.  This may be another example of what is called Role/Positional Deviance.
	Quincy may an executioner and his behavior is seen as ok in many states, but immoral in many states and nations.  This may be another example of what is called Role/Positional Deviance.
	Roger’s behavior would be acceptable by many in some southeastern Asian regions. This may be another example of what is called Cross-Cultural Deviance.
	Susan could be a member of the any number of different tribes around the world, where covering breasts is rarely expected.  This may be another example of what is called Cross-Cultural Deviance.


What would you adjust to your ranking in reflection of this knowledge?


Evaluating Deviance
Part Three
Modified from: Gill,“Application Exercise on Ethnocentrism and Cultural Relativism: A Group Writing Assignment.” by VirginiaTeas Gill, inSociology Through Active Learning: Student Exercises, eds. K. McKinney,F.D. Beck, and B.S. Heyl. 2001. Pine Forge Press.

	On your own, read the following italicized passage.

In your groups, discuss the questions below.
For homework, write up your own answers to the questions below and bring to the next class period.
 
Read the following passage:
 
A few of years ago, Annette Sorensen, 30, an actress from Copenhagen, Denmark, and Exavier Wardlaw, 49, a movie production assistant from Brooklyn, NY, were arrested for leaving their 14-month-old daughter outside a Manhattan restaurant on a chilly day, while they ate inside the restaurant.  They left her in her baby carriage on the sidewalk.  Many passersby called 911 to alert the police.  New York authorities took the child away from her parents and temporarily placed her in foster care.

In an ensuing article in the New York Times, one Danish commentator observed that leaving a baby outside of a restaurant is a very common practice in Denmark.  The commentator wrote, “Often, Danish parents…leave their babies outside.  For one thing, Danish baby carriages are enormous.  Babies ride high above the world on horse-carriage-size wheels.  It’s hard to get such a carriage into a café…Besides, Danish cafes are very smoky places.”  The commentator continued, “In Denmark, people have an almost religious conviction that fresh air, preferably cold air, is good for children.  All Danish babies nap outside, even in freezing weather—tucked warmly under their plump goose-down comforters…In Denmark all children own a sort of polar survival suit that they wear from October to April, and they go out every day, even in winter.”
 
Answer the following questions:
	Define ethnocentrism and cultural relativism.

In a paragraph, write an ethnocentric interpretation of the parents’ actions.
	In a paragraph, write a culturally relative interpretation of the parents’ actions.
	What type(s) of deviance were discussed in the passage?
	How does this exercise relate to your understanding of the concept of the Social Construction of Reality?

