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Sum of COVID-19
fatigue
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Former Turing Pharmaceuticals CEO Martin Shkreli exits the U.S. federal courthouse during his trial on Aug. 3,
2017, in New York. DENNIS VAN TINE/TRIBUNE NEWSSERVICE

Lifetime bans a fitting punishment
for ‘Pharma Bro’ and his ilk
The infamous Martin Shkreli
is “Pharma Bro” no more. On Jan.
10, Shkreli received a lifetime ban
from the pharmaceutical industry.
You may recall that Shkreli
exploited lax enforcement to
corner the market on a lifesaving
drug(Daraprim) and then jacked
up the list price more than forty
fold. This went on for years, with
Shkreli directing the operation
even while serving a prison term
for a prior financial fraud.
Considering his actions were
a life-and-death matter among
those who needed the drug, we’re
all in favor of shutting the door on
any repeat performances.
Companies and industries
routinely complain that a few
lousy actors can make the rest
look bad. So, when you catch ’em
red-handed, ban ’em.
It behooves any industry to
crack down on the worst of the
worst, and lifetime bans send
the right, no-nonsense message.
The worst lawyers should be
disbarred, the worst telemarket
ers shut down for good and the
worst financial-industry crooks
banned as a matter of course.
As the exhaustive 135-page
ruling on the Shkreli case illus
trates, his misconduct was as
rotten as it was intentional. It’s
easy to imagine him doing it all
again if he had the chance.
Shkreli, who currently resides
in federal prison, started by
researching the pharmaceutical
industry for a drug that fit specific
requirements. It had to be the
sole, gold-standard treatment
for a rare but life-threatening
ailment, so that patients, hospitals
and insurers were at his mercy
and had no choice but to pay any
price.
The drug he chose also had
to be produced from only one
source, so its distribution could
be closed off to any would-be

competitors. That created a
barrier to entry and extended
the period of maximum pricing
power.
Shkreli settled on a drug used
for a potentially fatal disease that
results from infection with a para
site. The federal government esti
mates that tens of millions may be
infected in the U.S., but a healthy
immune system keeps the para
site from causing illness.
Most at risk are those being
treated for HIV, cancer or organ
transplants, as well as babies born
to mothers with active infections
during their pregnancies. To save
these patients suffering from the
active disease, the drug must be
administered within hours. It was
this small but vulnerable popula
tion that Shkreli sought to milk,
according to the recent ruling.
He and his gang bought Daraprim from its previous owner at a
premium in 2015, then increased
the list price from less than $18
per pill to $750, prompting head
lines, but no immediate action
from regulators: Taking advan
tage of the slow-moving Food and
Drug Administration was part of
Shkreli’s plan.
This man was not some pure
capitalist hero, as some absurdly
have suggested, but the exact
reverse. His crime was all about
prohibiting free-market compe
tition.
Locking up supplies of the drug
was crucial, and the anti-competitive behavior continued even after
Shkreli was imprisoned for secu
rities fraud at a previous company
he ran. At times using a contra
band phone, Shkreli worked
through a stooge he installed
as chief executive of his drug
company to keep the pills and
their active ingredient inaccessi
ble to competitors who needed
them to produce generic versions.
At one point, the ruling says,

ABOUT ANTISEMITISM AND POLITICS
The recent hostage crisis at Congregation Beth
Israel in suburban Fort Worth, Texas, is a reminder
that antisemitism is a growing and global scourge, one
that has forced synagogues across the U.S. and Europe
to post armed guards and bar their doors. The idea
that members of Congress would block any efforts to
combat it is shameful.
Yet that’s arguably what Senate Republicans are
doing. Among the hundreds of administration nomi
nees awaiting a confirmation vote is Deborah Lipstadt,
a renowned Holocaust scholar and President Joe
Biden’s pick to helm the State Department’s office for
combating antisemitism. Republicans on the foreign
relations committee appear piqued by a tweet Lipstadt
wrote in March, criticizing Republican Sen. Ron John
son for saying he would’ve been more afraid of the Jan.
6 rioters if they had been Black Lives Matter support
ers. According to the New York Times, Republicans
are considering demanding a public apology before
advancing Lipstadt’s nomination.
The position of antisemitism envoy, established
under President George W. Bush, has stood empty for
a year now; Lipstadt’s nomination has languished for
nearly halfthat time. Meanwhile, antisemitic incidents
in the U.S. stand near record highs by some measures...
Republicans have delayed long enough. They
should allow Lipstadt’s nomination to move to a vote.
If she’s confirmed, the White House should give
her the staff and resources she needs to be effective.
Most important, Biden and Secretary of State Antony
Blinken should reaffirm that they view the struggle
against antisemitism as a top U.S. priority — not just for
this envoy, but for the entire State Department.
Bloomberg Opinion Editorial Board

Shkreli’s henchman drove to a
Starbucks parking lot to repur
chase five bottles of Daraprim
from a pharmacy owner for
$750,000, twice what the phar
macy had paid. That’s one way to
keep the pills away from compet
itors.
In her ruling, U.S. District
Judge Denise Cote noted that
Shkreli’s lifetime ban was
well-deserved for his “egregious,
deliberate, repetitive, long-run
ning and ultimately dangerous
illegal conduct.”
Shkreli expressed no remorse
and said no one had proven his
scheme was egregious because
no evidence had been introduced
showing that patients had died.
The judge wasn’t having this
absurd line of defense. “This is
an egregious case; death is not
the only relevant metric,” she
wrote. “If a court sitting in equity
is powerless to impose a lifetime
industry ban to protect the public
against a repetition of the conduct
proven at this trial, then the public
could rightfully ask whether its
well-being has been adequately
weighed.”
One common argument against
lifetime bans is especially weak:
Some claim that barring bad
actors from their chosen fields
hurts the economy, depriving
industries of “innovators” who
happened to make “mistakes” and
got caught. This nonsense typifies
the thinking of some white-collar
criminals who remain amazingly
arrogant even after being brought
to justice.
Exhibit A is Shkreli, who in
2020 had the nerve to seek release
from prison in part so he could
use his skills to find a cure for
COVID-19. Presumably he meant
skills other than defrauding inves
tors and profiteering.
Shed no tears for entitled grifters.

This letter might sound like a
complaint about the COVID-19
virus because it is.
I’m tired of: people parad
ing through stores without face
masks. Not being able to go on
vacation and to restaurants and
to see my friends. Wearing no
makeup. People usingCOVID-19
as an excuse to not do what they
do not want to do in the first place.
Hearing about the positivity rate,
shortage of emergency room beds,
overworked first responders and
people dying from COVID -19.
Friends and relatives in the hospi
tal for other illnesses not being
able to have their loved ones with
them, with some people dying
alone. Elective surgeries being put
on hold. Television commercials
urging those who have not gotten
the COVID-19 vaccine to do so.
Quarantine guidelines changing
every day. Businesses closing and
people losing their jobs, me among
them. Getting vaccinated being a
political issue rather then a medical
one.
I have lost over two years of
enjoying my life because ofthe
selfishness of people such as the
unvaccinated.
—

Gail Frank, Lakewood

Denial of entry
to facilities
Mandating proof ofvaccina
tion for Cook County Park District
facilities is a violation of taxpayers’
rights. It is wrong to deny entry
and participation in Park District
facilities to people who pay Cook
County property taxes just because
they’re unvaccinated. This vaccine
order is not about safety.
I am embarrassed to reach into
my wallet to show my card and
continue this nonsense. Going to a
facility with only vaccinated people
will not prevent anyone from
spreading COVID -19.
It is time for taxpayers to speak
up about this nonsense.
— Nora Joyce, Wilmette

Self-care helps
others too
I think we can all agree that our
lives would greatly improve if we
didn’t have to hear about COVID 19 every day. The fact is, it’s all over
the news, and it’s gotten worse.
Everyone has a right to their opin
ion, but much of it comes down to
how you’re caring for yourself and
others.
As someone who works in health
and wellness, I see people disre
garding their health every day.
People don’t care about their own
health, so why would they care
about the health of others? The
pandemic is a perfect example of
how neglecting one’s health affects

the health of others.
Taking care ofyour own physical
and mental health — by exercis
ing, eating healthier, managing
stress — is the best way to show
love for yourself and others, as you
are setting a great example. Ifwe
all do that, we’ll improve ourselves,
our families and from there the
community.
Practicing prevention when it
comes to your health should take
priority.
If more people would take better
care of themselves and practice a
variety of prevention measures,
we would see fewer health issues
and hospitalizations. You are in
control ofyour health to a large
extent. Think about that and start
being kinder to yourself and to your
neighbor. Don’t you think it’s time
for a change?
—Amy Lutzel, Evansville,
Indiana

Give teachers
more sick days
I am a public school teacher, and
I am currently COVID-19-positive. I was contacted by human
resources to determine if I am able
to return to teaching. Fortunately,
I have many sick days, but many of
my colleagues do not.
For example, one of my friends
has been sick with COVID -19 for
the last week and has no sick days
left. Now her small children are
sick, but she is not able to take any
more time off. I know that Gov. J.B.
Pritzker has a bill on his desk that
would add COVID-19-related sick
days for teachers.
Teachers have had too much to
deal with this year, and we need the
governor to sign this bill.
—

Erin Caughlin, Elgin

GOP should resist
sham reforms
The Tribune reported that Illi
nois House Speaker Chris Welch
is planning to bring forward new
crime-related legislation. As the
Democratic Party struggles to
explain away its disastrous criminal
justice policies, Republican state
legislators should stand firm in
opposition to sham reforms.
Anything the Democrats put
forward will be watered down
and ineffective, designed only to
provide their candidates a fig leafof
protection in the fall election.
Republicans shouldn’t partici
pate in this sham. Let the Demo
cratic supermaj ority try to
backpedal out of this train wreck.
—

David Robinson, Burr Ridge

Amazon model
for Postal Service
I nominate Jeff Bezos for post
master general. Any questions?
—

Lorelle Silverman, Long Grove

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/
letters. Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@
chicagotribune.com. Include yourfull name, address and phone number.
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