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The weather is cold and sometimes mild. The blistering cold wind blows along with mild sunny days. I think 
its a sign of the end of Winter and the start of Spring. As you know March winds brings April Showers 
which bring May flowers. Everyone get ready graduation is on the horizon. Eight more weeks of the 
semester left. Don't give up now just keep up the good work and keep walking till you get to that finish line. 
You will be glad you did. There is lots on the agenda for Ivy Tech this Spring with eight weeks left the 
campus will be filled with fun  
activities ranging from Fishin' Hole to an Annual Car Show that will host a Live Comedian and Live Band 
for your ears. There will be more LAN Parties for your computer gamers and more Fish Outings. So get 
ready for the next eight weeks. The fun is just beginning it is only going to get better. Thank you for reading 
my article and hope you all have a safe Spring Break. 
 
Your SGA President, Joshua Jones 

��

��



If you have classes on the main campus in Richmond you have undoubtedly watched Johnson Hall being constructed with a great deal 
of anticipation.  We join you in that anticipation and excitement to have all activities in Richmond on one campus.  In order to make 
that long awaited dream a reality, we will begin the expansion and renovation of McDaniel Hall, our existing building on the main 
campus, later this month. 
 
Construction projects are exciting, but they also come with some challenges.  There will be many additional people on campus as well 
as added noise.  Every effort is being made to ensure that work on the project does not interfere with your educational experience. 
However we must work in the reality of completing a construction project in a timely manner on a limited budget.  At this time, the 
most daunting challenge we anticipate is loss of parking spaces. 
 
As the construction process begins, we will get a better idea of how our parking areas will be affected.  All faculty and staff believe 
that students receive top priority.  For that reason, students will be the last ones asked to utilize parking away from McDaniel Hall.  In 
the event that parking spaces are filled in the McDaniel Hall lot, we ask that you park in the lot on the north side of Johnson Hall.  You 
will notice that we are adding sidewalk lights to help ensure your safety and are working to be able to provide escort service to and 
from vehicles.  We’ ll also be placing striping on the pedestrian cross ways on campus and adding stop signs at major campus 
intersections to make the campus a safer place for both drivers and pedestrians. 
 
As we enter this exciting, but challenging time we ask for your help in the following ways: 

·  Obey all posted signage  
·  Arrive early for class so you are not rushed to find a parking space 
·  Stay outside of construction fences and other construction zones 
·  Park only in designated parking spaces in the McDaniel and Johnson Hall lots 
·  Car pool with other students in your classes if possible 
·  Consider using city bus services 
·  Use web services for activities such as making payments, registering for classes, and changing your address 

 
We will make every effort to keep you up to date as we begin the last phase of our construction project.  We maintain construction 
updates on our web site at http://www.ivytech.edu/richmond.  Just click on the link that says Building Project and you will have access 
to up to date parking and other construction information.  Again, we appreciate your patience during this exciting process and look 
forward to serving you in new and improved facilities in the very near future. 
 
James L. Steck     Kara N. Monroe 
Chancellor      Executive Director of Facilities 
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SLA Trip to Ivy Tech Day at the Legislature 

 
The following is excerpted from a report written by a member of the Student Leadership Academy,, Lisa Sembach. 
 
 The eight of us arrived at the Government Center in Indianapolis on February 15, 2005 a bit late.  When we found our way to 
the auditorium, Chuck Harris from Ivy Tech was discussing efforts to retain or increase state funding for Ivy Tech programs.  He 
talked about the reasons for reductions in state funding for colleges, and the impact Ivy Tech in particular was having on communities.  
Ivy Tech’s student enrollment figures had increased steadily over the last three years at a rate consistently higher than other state 
colleges.  It is also servicing atypical students in comparison to other colleges.  Reduced funding would mean an increase in tuition 

costs to the student. 
 State Senator Bob Garton, President Pro Tempore, gave a talk on how the senate and 
congress are staffed and paid.  The House and Senate have staffs of 30 people on both sides, which 
goes up to 67 during sessions.  He made mention of the media reports saying that while the state 
government could not balance the budget or fund all the necessary programs, they don’ t hesitate to 
give themselves regular raises.  The last time legislators’  salaries were raised was in 1986, but the 
per diem had gone up.  Salaries are the same for all legislators, except the Presidents Pro Tem in 
both houses, and they get an additional $6, 500. 
 Sen. Garton stated that being a legislator is NOT a full-time job, and that most of the 

members also hold positions elsewhere.  He personally has worked for Ivy Tech for the last 8 years.  He was first elected to state 
office in 1970, and the issue of a community college came up when he’d been here for a month.  He holds a 4-year degree.  He said 
most of the legislators do.  He was self-employed for 35 years as well. 



 Norma Fewell, Student Representative on the Education Committee, informed those assembled that there was a direct effort to 
make Advance Transfer information available.  There was, from her point of view, a great concern that this aspect of higher education 
would be overlooked during budget considerations.  She recommended that everyone check in with the Transfer Indiana website, 
where any currently available information is set up.  They don’ t want to see funding for the website cut. 
 State Supreme Court Justice Frank Sullivan spoke next.  He talked about the structure and functions of the state court system.  
There are 3 distinct differences between a local court room and the State Supreme Court’s 
Courtroom: no witness stand, no jury box, and 5 judges instead of one.  He explained, in an 
entertaining and very clear manner, using hypothetical cases, the function of the Supreme Court 
system.  Local courts with juries are designed to decide matters of fact.  The Supreme Court is 
designed to decide points of law.  He said there were 2 ways to attack a lower court decision.  One 
was to claim that the judgment was wrong because the trial was not legal in some way or on some 
point.  The other was to attack the law itself—to claim the law is illegal (unconstitutional). 
 After listening to the guest speakers, we adjourned to lunch, followed by a complete group 
photo on the State Capital Building steps.  After these, we were free to take a guided tour, roam 
the building, visit state offices, or watch a session from the balcony in the senate or house 

chamber.  We chose to attend the Senate session.  We were surprised to have the opportunity to 
observe a debate (which got a bit heated a time or two) on the proposed marriage amendment to the 
State Constitution. 
 All in all, it was a very interesting and informative experience.  I had been to the statehouse 
many times before, and had observed legislative sessions several times, and didn’ t really expect to 
see much difference this time.  I was surprised.  There were distinct differences.  The legislative 
session seemed to be taken much more seriously by our elected representatives than any I had 
attended before.  Also, the Statehouse as a whole seemed much more visitor-friendly than before.  I 
was impressed.  It was an experience that I’m glad I was given the opportunity to have.  Thank you, 
Ivy Tech. 
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Alumni Association – Region 9 Chapter 
 

The Region 9 Chapter of the Alumni Association will present the eighth annual Distinguished Alumni Award at commencement on 
May 7, 2005.  Eligible candidates must have graduated at least five years prior to nomination, have made notable career moves, and 
through leadership and/or active volunteering have made a positive impact on his/her community and/or Ivy Tech State College.  
Nominations may be submitted to the Alumni Office at any time, but a deadline of the first week of February has been established for 
the selection process to occur each year. 
 
The Alumni Chapter has an on-going fundraiser of selling diploma frames.  The frames are polished gold, 12”  x 15” , with the gold 
engraved stamp of “ Ivy Tech State College”  on the green matting.  The cost is $30.  They make a great graduation gift.  You work 
hard for your diploma, so don’ t store it away.  Display your diploma with pride.  Frames are available in the Business Office and may 
be purchased at any time during regular business hours. 
 
The Ivy Tech weekend at the Indiana Pacers event is April 9-10.  Tickets are selling fast!  Ticket order deadline is March 25.  Visit the 
Alumni Association – Events webpage of the regional website at www.ivytech.edu/richmond.  
 
If you have any questions about the regional Alumni Chapter, contact Stella Davis at 962-4429 or sdavis@ivytech.edu. 
 
Fishin’  Around 
By Josh Jones 
 

   Greetings Ivy Tech Students and Staff The Ivy Tech Fishing Club is "Out of the Water and into the Classrooms." Are you ready 
for another great season of Fishing? I sure am... The lovely smell of Spring with a little bit of cold wind makes me happy. I will be 
getting out the old dusty rods and reels and relining them for the new year. Are you an Ivy Tech student that wants to do something 
different?  The Ivy Tech Fishing Club disappeared around Winter. You’ re asking yourself why? Here is why we were hidden. It's 
pretty tough to come out when your frozen underwater! (Just Kidding) We just wanted to go hunting thats all! Nothing against 
Fishing. So, wanna be a member of the club? Come join us at our next meeting and sign up. It's totally free to join and totally fun at 
the outings! So what are you waiting for? "We're Ready When You're Ready!" Come "Get Ir Dun" with the Ivy Tech Fishing Club!  
Come catch a fish with us!  
 

 
 
 
 



Club Clique Week 
By Mary Gentry-Adams 
 

The last week of February was a busy week for the clubs and 
organizations of IVY Tech Region 9. It was Club Clique Week. Club 
Clique Week was designed to help the clubs and programs on campus 
with their membership and also give them the opportunity to raise money 
for their individual clubs thru fundraisers. 
The students on campus benefit from the tasty food prepared by each club 
all week. From chili to fish sticks, each day a different club prepared food 
that was sold during lunch and dinner hours on main campus. 
Fun times were had by all and next year’s Club Clique Week will be even 

better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students in Free Enterpr ise 
By Mary Gentry-Adams 
 

SIFE, Students In Free Enterprise, has had a busy semester. SIFE started the semester out with raising money for Tsunami 
Relief by having a bake sale and later having a bake & chili sale.  SIFE has been able to donate to www.WayneCountyCares.com 
$300 on behalf of the students of IVY Tech Region 9 SIFE Chapter. WayneCountyCares is the local effort to raise money the 
survivors of the tsunami that hit Indonesia early this year. 

SIFE future plans are getting prepared for Regional Competition and working with area youth with understanding what the 
necessary tools for financial survival will be as they grow older. 

SIFE will continue to have fundraisers throughout the semester for tsunami relief as well as other areas of interest. 



MEA /OAD Students Medical Assisting 
Club  

Next Meeting March 9, 2005 and March 23, 2005 
3:30 CHE Building 

Room 133   
Please fill out the form  

 
 

For more information contact 
 Kathy Plankenhorn (800) 659-4562 ext 375 

or  
L inda Matney -Lmatney2@hotmail.com 

 

MEA Club Mission Statement 
To established and direct students to develop the 
technical, critical thinking, networking skills for 

the medical workplace. 

NAME:________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________ 
 
CITY:_______________________STATE___________________ 
 
PHONE: ______________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL: ______________________________________________ 
 
Circle BEST day/time for  meetings:  Mon   Tues   Wed    Thurs 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Who/What do you want at this meeting (Guest speakers/ 
food/refreshments? 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________  



Student Government Association Survey 
 

We are currently conducting a survey to find out if Ivy Tech State College Region 9 is capable of having an Election System for the 
new Student Government Officers. We need YOUR input to see if there is enough interest from the Student Body to elect the new 
officers. Please complete the following answers and submit to the Student Affairs Counter , Director  of Admissions Jeff 
Plasterer , or  Director  of Student L ife, Tiffany Erk. Your input will be appreciated and is vital to Student Government. 
 
(Please circle one) 
 

1. Do you know what Student Government is? Yes or  No  

2. Would you like to know more about Student Government? Yes or  No 

3. Would you vote if an Election Process was set-up? Yes or  No 

4. Does an Election Process sound good to you? Yes or  No 

5. Would you take the time to elect new officers? Yes or  No 

Would you suggest anything else for Student 

Government?______________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Or take it online here. 



What would you like to see? 
 

We, the editors of your  newsletter , would like to know what you would like to see in these pages.  The SGA is trying to put out a 
Monthly Newsletter  for  the students. 

Please br ing your  ideas to our  new Director  of Student L ife, Development, and Leadership/Evening Coordinator , Tiffany Erk.  
You can also send them to the editor  of the newsletter , Steven Morgan, at smorgan410@insightbb.com 

 
Thank you, and we hope you enjoy this publication. 
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