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Wayne 
American History 1400-1887:  Book Review Project 

This pathfinder can help you find the materials you need to complete the HSY 101 Book Review by 

helping you find a book using our online catalog and by using the databases to find book reviews and 

additional information on your books topic.  All of the resources listed below are available on or off 

campus through the Library tab in Campus Connect or at www.ivytech.edu/library/evansville.  

 

Finding a book:   

To find a book at the Ivy Tech Carter Library go to the library’s homepage.  The Search IvyCat link 

will take you to our online catalog.  From here you can find print and electronic books.  Since the 

catalog is designed to show you what is available at all of the Ivy Tech campuses, you may want to 

limit your search to what is available at the Evansville campus.  To set location limits:   

 Go to the Limits button in the lower right corner of the screen.   

 In the box labeled Location select either Evansville for print and electronic books or Region 12 

for print only. 

 

The terms below may be used as a starting point for your search. Subject terms refer to phrases 

describing the main focus of the article or book and are assigned by librarians. Keywords may found 

in part of the title, the author’s name, abstract, or they can be found in the text of the article.   

      

Subject terms:  History and United States, books—review, Revolution 1775- 1783, Founding 

Fathers of the United States, battles, Civil War 1861-1865, War of 1812, Colonial Period ca 

1600-1775, West (US), Reconstruction, Constitutional History, Slavery, Slave Trade, 

Slaveholders.   

Keywords:  Title of your book, author’s name, name of historical figure (i.e. George 

Washington, Abraham Lincoln, etc.), name of event (i.e. American Revolution, Louisiana 

Purchase, etc.)     

If Carter Library does not have a book that interests you, widen your search by removing the location 

limit to see if there is a book that interests you at another campus.  We will contact other campuses 

and have the book sent to Evansville.  If you still aren’t finding what you want, contact us at r12-

library@lists.ivytech.edu or 812-429-1412 for help. Or search WorldCat from the Virtual Library home 

page at www.ivytech.edu/library/evansville.  From here you can see if another Evansville library has 

the book you wish to read or place an interlibrary loan (ILL) request for a title from libraries 

nationwide.  Read 

http://www.ivytech.edu/library/evansville/libraryinfo/HowToSubmitAnILLRequest.pdf for more 

information on placing requests. 
 

 

Finding an article or book review:   

To find a book review in any of the databases listed below, you can use “book reviews” as a subject 

term.  To search for reviews of your book: enter the title of the book in one search box then add the 

term book review in the next box.  This will narrow the results down, though you will still need (cont.) 
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to look carefully to make sure that it is the correct book (some books have very similar titles), and that 

the review is from a scholarly source.  Magazines such as Time, Newsweek, or People are popular 

works and should not be used.  Journals such as the American Historical Review or Journal of African 

American History are scholarly and can be used for this project.  To access these databases go to the 

Select Resources by Subject link and then select the Arts & Humanities link.   
 

 Academic Search Premier:  This database contains articles from a wide range of sources.  

Academic Search Premier includes popular and scholarly sources.  You will be able to find 

book reviews and other articles about your book’s topic here.   

 

Research Library (ProQuest):  Research Library is a multi-discipline database that contains 

the full text of popular and scholarly articles.  This database will have book reviews and history 

articles.    

     

MasterFile: MasterFile is another multi- discipline database.  It contains popular and scholarly 

articles, as well as, primary sources, images, and biographies.  MasterFile will have book 

reviews and other information on your topic.   
 

Background information: 

 Many of the search terms used in the catalog will work in the databases as well.     
 

Humanities e-Books:  Humanities e-Books is an online collection of full text works.  Here you 

can find primary and secondary sources.  The sources cover history and humanities and can 

be found through simple searches.  The books themselves are searchable and there are links 

in the table of contents.   
 

Annals of American History: The Annals of American History is an online encyclopedia 

compiled by the Encyclopedia Britannica.  It contains many primary sources including 

speeches, memoirs, and historical accounts, as well as, editorials, images and multimedia.  It 

can be searched by topic or by time period.  

 

African American Studies: This database is a collection of reference sources that cover 

many aspects of African American history and culture.  African American Studies contains 

history, biographies, primary sources, and images.  It is an excellent source for editorials and 

information on historical events and figures.   

 

Biography Resource Center:  Biography Resource Center is a collection of essays on 

prominent individuals, authors, and more.  Here you can find concise, accurate information on 

historical figures.  You can search the database by entering a person’s name. 

 

Remember, this pathfinder is a starting point.  It does not contain all the relevant sources or search 

terms.  Always do multiple searches.  You will find better sources if you search more than once.  If 

you need any help accessing or using these resources please ask the library staff for assistance.             


