


Welcome to Your Future!

You have many options to choose from, so it’s
never too early to start thinking about your
education after high school.

We hope you will find this College Planning Guide a
useful tool in planning your success. In it you will
find:

Junior Year Calendar..........c.ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2
Senior Year Calendar.........ccoooviiiiii i, 3
Career Planner.......coooo i 4
College Planner.........coooiiii i e, 4
The ProCeSS...c.i i e 5
Tips for Researching Colleges............ccovviiiinnnee, 6
The Costof College ..o 7
Tips on Applying for Financial ..................cooevveene. 8
The Selection.........coov i, 9
College Application Record............ccovvviiiiiiniiennnn, 9
College Research Sheet.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiienns 10
College Comparison Worksheet..................coennnein. 11
Making the Final Decision...........cccovvviiiii i e, 12

Brought to you by your High School and
Ivy Tech Community College of Indiana.



SENIOR YEAR CALENDAR

This is a general guide to college activities during your senior year. You should check with your
school’s Counselor’s Office for more information, additional events and specific dates!

September
e Review graduation and college admission requirements.
e Finalize the list of colleges to which you want to apply. Your selections should include at least one
college that will definitely accept you.

e Check with you counselor to determine whether you should re-take the ACT or SAT and the deadlines.
If so, register immediately.
e Meet with college representatives when they visit your school.

October
e Attend the Greater Evansville College Fair at USI.

e Complete the application forms for admission to colleges.

e Meet with college representatives when they visit your school.

e Begin researching scholarship opportunities.

e Re-take ACT and/or SAT if you have registered to do so.
November

e Continue to complete applications for colleges. Check deadlines.

e Arrange a college visit with the admissions office at the colleges where you are applying. The college
visit is very important in the college selection process.

December
e Review all admissions procedures with the colleges where you have applied. Check with the
admissions office if you have any questions about your application.

January

e Attend Financial Aid Night held at your school, if it is offered.
Obtain financial aid applications (FAFSA) online at www.fafsa.ed.gov or from your Counseling Office
Submit forms as soon as possible. Make copies of all materials submitted.
Direct financial aid questions to the financial aid office at the college where have been admitted.
Check that letters of recommendations have been mailed.
Don’t forget to apply for scholarships!

February

e Request that mid-year grades be sent to colleges that require them.

e Attend College Goal Sunday for assistance with financial aid forms. College Goal Sunday is free to
students and parents and is open to everyone. It is held at lvy Tech Community College of Indiana.

e Mail Financial Aid Form (FAFSA) by February 15 to beat the March 10 deadline to be eligible for state
financial aid.

e Make a copy of the FAFSA and obtain a Certificate of Mailing.

Complete and submit all scholarship applications.

March & April
e Keep your counselor informed as you receive letters of acceptance and/or rejections from colleges.
e Discuss your final decision regarding colleges and financial aid with you counselor.

May & June
e Arrange with your high school to have your final transcript sent to the college to which you
have accepted admission.



Junior Year Calendar

This is a general guide to college activities during your junior year. You should check with your
school’s Counselor’s Office for more information, additional events and specific dates!

September
e Register through your counselor for the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT)
e Study PSAT/NMSQT Student Bulletin

October
e Attend the Greater Evansville College Fair. Meet personally with the college representatives and get
your questions answered. Be aware of your high school rank and grade point average.
e Take the PSAT on the scheduled date.
e Meet with college representatives when they visit your school

November & December
e \Write to colleges for information and catalogs. Spend some time studying the college materials
available through your Counseling area.

January
e Check to make sure you are taking all the high school courses required for admission to college.

February
e Select your “senior” year courses. Review your selections with your parents. Be sure to take
academically challenging courses to best prepare yourself for college.

March
e If you are weak in math or have not completed at least Geometry and Algebra Il, you should take the
ACT (which is ¥ math) instead of the SAT (which is %2 math). The SAT now has an essay
requirement. Most colleges and universities will accept either test. Check each particular college
you are considering to see which test is required.
e Register for the ACT and/or the SAT. Students who plan to meet early application & dates for private
colleges and universities should take the SAT and/or ACT now.

April
e Study the practice tests for the ACT and SAT — they are very helpful in preparing you for these 3 % hour
tests.
May & June

e Take the ACT and/or the SAT if you have registered for the test.

e Visit colleges during the summer

e Share with your parents the information given to you by your counselor during the classroom
presentation.

June & July
e Attend a summer program offered by a college.



CAREER PLANNER

Planning your career goals in advance will
help you enter and succeed in a career.

My career goals are:

Junior:

Senior:

My interest, skills and knowledge supporting
my career goals are:

Additional skills and knowledge | will need to
fulfill my career goals are:

| will obtain the additional skills and
knowledge | need by taking part in the
following educational activities:

Extracurricular activities that could assist me
in learning more about my chosen career
include:

* |f you are interested in career counseling or college
counseling, see your high school counselor.

COLLEGE PLANNER

Planning your college goals to coincide
with your career goals is critical to
success.

In order to pursue my career, | will need a
degree, certification and/or specialized
training in:

What factors in selecting a college are
important to me?
Location:

Two or four years:
Type of campus:
Size of classes:
Cost:
Scholarships/aid:
Student life/activities:
Internet classes:
Transfer credits:

My reasons for attending college ranked in
order from 1 to 10, 1 being most important:
| want to go:
Parents:
Friends:
Earn more $:
Meet new people:
Athletics:

Fun:

Like school:
Develop a skill:
Get away from home:

| will look for more information about the
following colleges:




College: The Process, The Cost, The Selection

Choosing a college can and should be an exciting and challenging task. Steps for college
selection include, but are not limited to the following:

Complete the Career Planner and College Planner section of this book
Collect information about the colleges you are interested in attending
Record the information in the College Research Sheet

Consider college costs and financial aid

Apply to the colleges you would like to attend
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The Process

Step 1

Complete the Career Planner and College Planner section of this book. Talk about your goals
with parents, counselors or others who will support you in your efforts. Feel free to revise
these sections as you go through the process of selecting your college and discovering what
you want to do when you graduate from High School.

Step 2

Collect information about the colleges you are interested in attending using a number of
resources. The Internet is a great way to get information about the colleges you are
considering, but it is only one resource available to you. Your school counselor’'s have
information, guides and publications that can assist you. In addition, there are opportunities
throughout the school year to meet with college representatives to obtain more information on
the school’s you are considering.

Step 3

Utilize the College Research Sheet in this book. Make copies of these sheets as needed. You
will use these Research Sheets to determine which colleges you will apply to and, eventually,
which college you will attend.



COLLEGE COMPARISON WORKSHEET

COLLEGE

LOCATION

ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS

SIZE

OFFERS
MY
MAJOR

PUBLIC/PRIVATE

TOTAL
ESTIMATED COST
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MAKING THE FINAL DECISION

If you are accepted by more than one college, you will have to decide which
one to attend. This can be a difficult decision. THINK ABOUT WHICH
COLLEGE WILL BE BEST FOR YOUR CAREER PLANS. Discuss your
plans with your parents and counselor.

-Review which college offers the best environment for your learning style.

-Review which college had the characteristics which fit best with your
priorities.

-Determine which college offers you the best financial aid package.

Once you have made your final selection, return you acceptance letter. Itis
expected that you notify the other colleges of your decision not to attend.

Consider the following points carefully and consider them as guides for
success in college.

1. Bring to school good study habits.

2. Bring to school a good high school record.

3. Be prepared to put in many long hours of study.

4. Spend most weekends on the campus.

5. Become a part of the school community.

6. Do not procrastinate.

7. Develop self-reliance.

8. Seek help when it is needed.

9. Limit social life by the needs of your study schedule.

10.Keep pursuing you goals and plans.
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